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This resource was designed to help 
students learn to compose the number 
five. The activities can be used in a 
teacher-led small group or in an 
independent math center. You could also 
use the mats as a morning tub activity or 
for fast finishers.

To help keep this activity fresh and new for 
students, there are five themes included. 
You might decide to use one theme in a 
teacher led station to show students how 
to complete the task, and use the other 
themes for independent work.

Each theme comes with “I Can” visual 
directions, three recording sheet options, 
activity mats, and counters. There are also 
two ”open” activity mats for each theme. 
You can use the counters included or 
items you have on hand, such as: plastic 
math cubes, mini erasers, etc.  
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Prep Work: Print, cut, and 
laminate the activity cards and 
picture cards. (Blank mats are 
also included for small group or 
extra practice.) Print and 
laminate the “I Can” visual 
directions page. Print a 
corresponding recording 
page.

Note: You could also use 
plastic cubes, math bears, or 
small erasers for this activity. 

Directions: Students will use the 
picture cards to make five. 
They will show their work on the 
recording sheet by coloring to 
show how they made five.

K.OA.A.3



l. Use manipulatives to make five.

2. Show how I made five.

l. Use manipulatives to make five.

2. Show how I made five.

I Can...
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Name: My Pet Dog
Directions: Color to show a way to make 5.

2 and 3 5 and 0

4 and 1 3 and 2

0 and 5 1 and 4



2 and 3

5 and 0

3 and 2

4 and 1

0 and 5
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Name: My Pet Dog
Directions: Color to show a way to make 5.
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Name: My Pet Dog
Directions: Color to show a way to make 5.

+ = + =

+ = + =

+ = + =


